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RESIDENTIAL GUIDELINES FOR REROOF

SECTION 908

REROOFING

908.1 General. Materials and methods of application used for re-covering or replacing an existing roof covering shall comply with the
requirements of Chapter 9.

Exceptions:

1. Reroofing shall not be required to meet the minimum design slope requirement of one-quarter unit vertical in 12 units horizontal (2-
percent slope) in Section 905 for roofs that provide positive roof drainage.

2. For roofs that provide positive drainage, re-covering or replacing an existing roof covering shall not require the secondary (emergency
overflow) drains or scuppers of Section 903.4.1 to be added to an existing roof.

908.2 Structural and construction loads. The structural roof components shall be capable of supporting the roof covering system and
the material and equipment loads that will be encountered during installation of the roof covering system.

908.3 Roof replacement. Roof replacement shall include the removal of existing layers of roof coverings down to the roof deck.
Exception: Where the existing roof assembly includes an ice barrier membrane that is adhered to the roof deck, the existing ice barrier
membrane shall be permitted to remain in place and covered with an additional layer of ice barrier membrane in accordance with Section
905.

908.3.1 Roof recover. The installation of a new roof covering over an existing roof covering shall be permitted where any of the
following conditions occur:

1. Where the new roof covering is installed in accordance with the roof covering manufacturer’s approved instructions

2. Complete and separate roofing systems, such as standing-seam metal roof systems, that are designed to transmit the roof loads directly
to the building’s structural system and do not rely on existing roofs and roof coverings for support, shall not require the removal of
existing roof coverings.

3. Metal panel, metal shingle and concrete and clay tile roof coverings shall be permitted to be installed over existing wood shake roofs
where applied in accordance with Section 908.4.

4. The application of a new protective roof coating over an existing protective roof coating, metal roof panel, metal roof shingle, mineral
surfaced roll roofing, built-up roof, modified bitumen roofing, thermoset and thermoplastic single-ply roofing and spray polyurethane
foam roofing system shall be permitted without tear-off of existing roof coverings.

908.3.1.1 Roof recover not allowed. A roof recover shall not be permitted where any of the following conditions occur:

1. Where the existing roof or roof covering is water soaked or has deteriorated to the point that the existing roof or roof covering is not
adequate as a base for additional roofing.

2. Where the existing roof covering is slate, clay, cement or asbestos cement tile.

3. Where the existing roof has two or more applications of any type of roof covering.

908.5 Reinstallation of materials. Existing slate, clay or cement tile shall be permitted for reinstallation, except that damaged, cracked or
broken slate or tile shall not be reinstalled. Any existing flashings, edgings, outlets, vents or similar

devices that are a part of the assembly shall be replaced where rusted, damaged or deteriorated. Aggregate surfacing materials shall not be
reinstalled.

908.6 Flashings. Flashings shall be reconstructed in accordance with approved manufacturer’s installation instructions. Metal flashing to
which bituminous materials are to be adhered shall be primed prior to installation.

Ice barriers. In areas where there has been a history of ice forming along the eaves causing a backup of water as designated in Table
301.2(1), an ice barrier shall be installed for asphalt shingles, metal roof shingles, mineral surfaced roll roofing, slate and slate-type
shingles, wood shingles and wood shakes. The ice barrier shall consist of not fewer than two layers of underlayment cemented together, or
a self-adhering polymer-modified bitumen sheet shall be used in place of normal underlayment and extend from the lowest edges of all
roof surfaces to a point not less than 24 inches (610 mm) inside the exterior wall line of the building. The 24 inch measurement shall be
along the slope of the roof from the point where the projected outside face of the wall intersects the roof deck. On roofs with slope equal
to or greater than eight units vertical in 12 units horizontal (67-percent slope), the ice barrier shall also be applied not less than 36 inches
(914 mm) measured along the roof slope from the eave edge of the building. Exception: Detached accessory structures and roof
assemblies terminating at a vertical wall over unconditioned floor areas.

Minimum vent area. The minimum net free ventilating area shall be 1/150 of the area of the vented space.
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